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the FETISH speaks!

It is an
enchanted,

topsy- turvy
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'do their gﬁo_s{ wa/hrzg as
social characters and at the

-y A ¢ .
'g'-\,p same time as mere /{zﬂgs.
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f This formula

simultaneously cor-
4 responds to the
interests of the
Quling classes

by proclaiming the physical necessity and
eternal justification of their sources of
|revenue and elevating them to a dogma.
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The actual agents of \»m\m\mn feel romp\e-*rly at home ln\,
(-ulvuh']r:\ and rrational  forms. /

('u.[‘)l lal-witerest land—rent \ iu{m!; . W(l\f]ﬁ?

E(nr\ornx(,s 1s no more than a didu(hc,\‘»
more or less Josmah( translation of
\eVeryday eonceptions of the actual ‘
¥ agents of Produc~» |
tion arranged in |

< |
a certain rational |

Gtecs |n7717+|:TRlNIT?,‘
which is dewid of all

|
[
[
inner connection, the [

natural and indubitable

) loHY basis for its 5|'|0_|~’
J) low pompousness, /’
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In +his werld, a cornmodi{'r is
a very queer thing, aboundin

in metaphysical subtleties and
‘Hweolcsico.l niceties,

So 'pqr as it jg Q
Tm\ue inuse, Hhere
's nothing mysterioug
d"’“-t it, whether we
tonsider it from the
Point of view Hhat

by its properties it
is capable of s¢+isly_
'\V\S human Wants,

Properties
are ‘he

Prduct of
human labey

/t is as clear as noor-day that man,
by his indvstry, changes the forms
of the materials fvrrnished
by rnatuvre in svch a
way as fo make
thermn vsefol
fo him.

)'ef, /’or‘
all that
the table




But, so soon as 1t >h=Pﬂ forth as a cnmmoddy?
\it is (,L\un(]ec; into something transcendent.

but, in relation to all othey

commodities, it stands on

,/[\ not 0"\\/ ﬁlun(i\‘;\
with its feet on

\, Fhie groand, 1 |

its head, and evolves out of
its wooden bruin qrn(csftue,

ideas, _——_

From the moment that men in any Wway work for n)new)
their |(J_\_{L§A', umes a ‘m;lu!h‘vg@/—(’/

| / T ==
| "/ But the mutual relations of the P"’X{uu’l's toke the (‘::T fa

l \Social velation between the products.
(A commodity is therefore a mysterious)
H’t’unr, :.nmp|7 because in 1t the Scx.bal/,

Q-
{ 0014

S

| ‘Ckm acter of men's labor appears
| |t them as an «)Ljedqu character /
I

‘5\\"“?5(\ upon the Pro(!ud of /
} ‘H’mt '}l}i‘f R _

22N\

—_— '\
;})rwuuif: the relation of
| the l;rmlurors to the sum

[total of +their own labor

| 15 presented 4o them as

| & social relation existin

| not between H..em‘.elvesl)
but between the |)tmlud">

k(‘!f thewr Jabor: /

54

The formulae which bear
‘S'lnmpcd wpon them in
unmistakable letters Hut
‘*‘we1 \:c’|on9 to a state of
\Smiety in which the process
|

|

\

| \\\'

over man instead of bems‘

gond e Vi b i \

of Fmdut_hon "\(\" mms*ery

—such -Formulae O.Ppear
o the bourgemg inft“ect]
to be as much a self-|
cvident necessity imposed |
by nature as produchve [
labor itself J

; . TN
\Hence i -ms. of Ssocial W This Pcrsom{h

’ roduction that FreCEdtd \C(Lfion af Hﬂnjs
the bourqois form are \ .
treoted by thesbourqecisic \&md conversion
Y I of production
n much the same way as
| the Fathers of the Church "‘Ch.*lons
' +reated pre- Christain relisnons_ into cyﬁiﬁes
F R reln‘sb<l
\ ’ To?
Cvcr‘{dqy
; life.
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the producers

in general enter into
social relations with
one another by treat-
|ing their products as
(Somuodities and values,

whereby they reduce their
individual private labor
to the standard of homo-
geneous human labor--

/

--for such a society,
Christianity with its
cultus of abstract man

more especially in its
bourgeois developments,
Protestantism, Deism, etc.
is the most fitting form
of religion.

[It is & definite social
relation between men that|
assumes, in their eyes,

In that world

the productions of
the human brain
appear as independent
beings endowed with
life, and entering
into relation both
with one another
and the human race.

In order to find
an analogy we
must have recourse
to the mist-envelope
regions of the
religious world.

between
things

Fetish-
ism has its
origin in th
peculiar
social
character of
the labor
that pro-
iuces them.

This
I call
the Fetishism
which attaches it-
self to the products of
labor, so soon as they
are produced as co
ties, and which is
therefore inseparable
from the production of
commodities.

So it is
in the world
of commodi-
ties

with the
products

of men's

1odi-

/

AUTHOR

The labor of the individual asserts itself as a part
of the labor of society only by means of the rela-
tions which the act of exchange establishes directly
between the products, and indirectly, through them,
between the producers.
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The money form of the world

of commodities actually con-

ceals, instead of disclos-

ing, the social character

of private labor and the

social relations between
individual producers.

(&evertheless, when the pro-
ducers of coats and boots
ompare those articles with

(When I state that
coats or boots
stand in a rela-
tion to linen, be-
cause it is the
universal incarna-
tion of abstract
human labor, the
absurdity of the
statement is self-
evident

(or, what is the
same thing, with
gold or silver, as
the universal equi-
valent, they ex-
press the relation
between their own
private labor and
the collective
labor of society
in the same absurd
form,

The categories of
bourgeois economy
consist of such
like forms,

They are forms of thought \\\
expressing with social validity
the conditions and relations of
a definite, historically de-

termined mode of production, /

7

namely, the produc-
tion of commodities.

(The whole mystery of commodities),
all the magic and necromancy
that surrounds the products of
labor as long as they take the
form of commodities,

as we look at
other forms of
production,

S N
vanishes so aoorx‘\




